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The Wesley Circuit 
JULY, 2016 

A.B.C. STARTS SOON! 
 

At CAVE QUEST Adventure Bible Camp (A.B.C.), children 

don’t just hear about God’s 

love; they see it, touch it, 

sing it, taste it, and put it 

into action through “God 

Sightings”. As they’re 

surrounded by God’s word, 

the reality of God’s love 

gains new meaning and 

relevance to their everyday 

lives.  

July 18
th

 – 22
nd

 

from 9:00 – 11:30am 

Preschool through 5th grade 

Register children AND volunteers online at 

charlestonwesley.org 

You can also fill out the bulletin insert on Sunday and place it in 

the offering plate.  If you have any questions, please contact  

Cindy Ebinger at cebinger@charlestonwesley.org. 

 

DON’T FORGET ABOUT SUMMER 

SUNDAY SCHOOL! 

Busy schedules abound during the 

summer months, but God doesn't take 

a break from us just because school is 

out! For the summer months, here’s 

where you can find your child's 

Sunday School class in the Education 

Wing: 

 PreK is in room 128 

 1st - 6th grades are in room 122/124 

 7th - 12th are in the youth room (#123/125) 

 

Sunday School is a wonderful way for your child to 

experience the love of Christ in a fun and educational 

way. DON’T MISS IT! 

How can YOU be involved 

in ministry  

at Wesley UMC in July? 

PAGE 1 – Sign up to be a VBS 

                   helper! 

PAGE 2 – Bring your family to the  

                   All-Church Swim Party (in  

                   August). 

PAGE 3 – Sew school bags OR 

                   buy schoolbag supplies! 

                   Attend the Sunday  

                   morning Romans study. 

PAGE 4 – Consider training to be a  

                    Stephen Minister 

                    Join the new usher team! 

PAGE 5 – Send a card to a Wesley  

                   member with a July  

                   birthday. 

                   Make a donation to the 

                   Civic Association for their 

                   Shoe Voucher Program. 

PAGE 6 – Join one of our Prayer  

                  Teams (email, Facebook, 

                  or Prayer Group). 

                  Stay up to date by following 

                  us on social media! 

PAGE 7 – Check out the July calendar 

                   to look for ministries you  

                   may be interested in!       

        

mailto:cebinger@charlestonwesley.org
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THANK YOU! 

On behalf of the Administrative Board, I 

want to thank all of you who took our 

church survey this past month.  As of June 8, 

we had 99 people respond to the 

survey.  What was helpful was that all of you 

who filled it out affirmed in many ways what 

the Administrative Board had initially 

identified as areas in our congregational life 

that we want to focus on.   

As we look to the future of Wesley over the 

next couple of years, it is clear that the two 

greatest areas for growth are growing our 

ministry to young families and youth as well 

as practicing radical hospitality.  The 

Administrative Board will continue to work 

together to lean into a plan for addressing 

these values over the next couple of 

years.  Please pray for discernment - that 

the Lord would lead and equip us as we 

strive to grow in these areas.  

Thanks again for taking the survey! 

Bob 

MINISTRY AREAS  

IN OUR CHURCH 

At Wesley, we have ministry teams that 

focus on different areas of ministry.  In the 

past, the United Methodist Church called 

these “work areas.”  While that term has 

served the Church well over the past 30-40 

years, many churches are now embracing 

the term, “ministry teams.”  The purpose of 

each of the teams is not to “do the work for 

the rest of the church,” but to help people 

in the church exercise their gifts and service, 

and find places to join the ministry already 

going on. 

In the coming months, please be watching 

the newsletter for a paragraph or two 

about each of the areas of ministry at 

Wesley.  Missions, Church & Society, Staff 

Parish, Finance, Trustees, and Memorial 

Committee are some of the teams you will 

be hearing from.  Through these articles you 

will learn who the chairperson of each team 

is, and what areas of ministry the team 

focuses on.  Should you find in the course of 

the next several months that there is a 

ministry team that is doing what you feel 

God is calling you to do, I hope you will 

contact the chair of that team or anyone in 

the church office to find out how to 

participate in that specific ministry.    

Thanks! 

Bob 

ANNUAL  

ALL-CHURCH 

SWIM PARTY! 

Save the date for our second annual all-

church swim party –  Sunday, August 7 from 

7:00 until 9:00 p.m. at the Charleston Rotary 

Pool.  Wesley folks of ALL AGES are invited to 

join in on the fun.  Watch the bulletin, 

Facebook page and website for more 

information closer to the date.  Hope to see 

you there! 

I am Summer, come to lure you away from 

your computer… come dance on my fresh 

grass, dig your toes into my beaches.  
                                                       ~Oriana Green 
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VOLUNTEERS 

ARE 

NEEDED… 

…to sew pre-cut 

schoolbags.  Pick 

up a bundle of fabric and the easy 

directions from the table outside the 

sanctuary door, stitch the bags on your 

home sewing machine, and return finished 

bags to the table no later than Sunday, July 

8.  Our July mission project is to fill the bags 

for United Methodist Committee on Relief 

(UMCOR) distribution overseas wherever 

there is a need for school 

supplies.  Questions? Ask Joan Gregg, 345-

6829. 

JULY 2016 
MISSION 
PROJECT: 

UMCOR 
SCHOOL KITS 

The Missions Work 

Area has designated 

UMCOR School Kits as Wesley’s July Mission 

Project. In some countries, children don't 

have books or school supplies.  Many have 

no classrooms. Classes are held in 

inadequate or half-destroyed buildings, 

tents or even in the open air.  School kits are 

sometimes the only educational resources 

for these children. 

 

WHEN SHOPPING FOR JULY MISSION 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES, please follow this 

UMCOR School Bag Shopping List (please 

note that ONLY these items can be 

accepted): 

 6 pencils (unsharpened and with 

erasers) 

 1 hand held pencil sharpener (at 

least 1 inch long) 

 1 pink eraser (1" X 2" or 2 1/2") 

 1 30-centimeter ruler 

 3 spiral notebooks (70-80 pages) 

 1 pair of blunt scissors (rounded tip - 

no plastic scissors) 

 1 box of 24 CRAYOLA crayons (only 

24 count) 

Any monetary gifts will be used to cover 

shipping expenses from Midwest Mission 

Distribution Center where the school bags 

are checked and filled for shipping to 

overseas locations that request help. You 

can write a check to Wesley UMC with 

School Kits on the memo line or use the blue 

mission envelope in the pew backs. You 

can also donate online by visiting our 

website, www.charlestonwesley.org, and 

clicking on the $ button at the bottom of the 

page.  

Once again, thank you very much for your 

support! 

The Missions Work Area 

 

 

 

 

ROMANS STUDY 

The Living Word adult Sunday School class 

invites you to join them in a study of the 

Book of Romans.  The study, led by Lowell 

Gillespie, takes place in Room 129 in the 

Education Wing during Sunday School time 

(9:50 – 10:30). Anyone interested in finding 

out more about this most important of Paul's 

letters is welcome to attend this discussion-

filled class. 

http://charlestonwesley.org/
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NEWS FROM OUR 
CONFERENCE 

o Robert Swickard, full 

elder, was assigned to 

Charleston Wesley 

UMC for the third year 

by Bishop Keaton 

during the recent 

Illinois Great Rivers Annual 

Conference in Peoria. 

o Paige L. Roberts, full elder, is 

appointed for the thirteenth year as 

campus minister, Wesley Foundation 

at Eastern Illinois University. 

o Also in our Embarras River District 

(ERD), Cameron St. Michael will 

continue serving the Harmon UMC.  In 

his fourth year in the position, he 

continues on his journey to become 

an elder and is now ranked as Supply 

Pastor.  Wesley is his sponsoring 

congregation. He and his family still 

reside in Charleston. 

o Jessica Baldyga, full elder, is 

appointed for her second year at 

Effingham Centenary.  Sharon Lauer 

is her proud grandmother. 

o Roy and Pat Meyerholtz point out that 

this is granddaughter Katherine L. 

Gholson's fourth year as full member 

deacon at Edwardsville St. John's.  

o Walter Carlson, our former pastor, 

now listed as Retired Full Member 

Elder, is serving for the second year at 

Canton South Park near Peoria. 

o Joy Schlesselman, our former pastor, 

has been moved for her first year at 

Manteno, near Pontiac. 

o Nancy Wilson, former Wesley UMC 

member, has been appointed as 

pastor at Abingdon UMC near 

Galesburg and is a full elder. 

The Current, IGRC news magazine, lists the 

5-Star Mission Churches for 2015 in its July 

issue. Wesley Church is one of only nine 

churches in the district to earn that rating! 

GOD’S LOVE 

IN ACTION 

If you care about 

others and are 

looking for a way to 

make a difference, please consider 

Stephen Ministry. The Stephen Ministry 

commitment includes: 

 Taking part in a 50-hour training 

course 

 Attending twice monthly sessions 

combining continuing education 

and peer supervision 

 Regular one-on-one meetings with a 

care receiver. 

Your presence could lighten the load for 

someone who is going through a difficult 

time and provide a meaningful way to 

strengthen your own faith. 

A new training session will begin this fall.  

Now is the time for you to prayerfully 

consider if becoming a Stephen Minister is 

right for you.  If you have any questions or 

would like more information, contact 

Nancy Marlow in the church office or e-mail 

her at nmarlow@charlestonwesley.org. 

NEW USHER  

TEAM FORMING 

We are forming a new usher team to help in 

worship about once a month at the 10:45 

service. If you would like the 

opportunity to start serving 

as an usher, or have done so 

before and would like to 

help out, please call the 

church office at 217-345-3917, or email 

Elizabeth at charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com. 

mailto:nmarlow@charlestonwesley.org
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Happy July birthday  

to the following  

Wesley folks! 

Ryan Bensley Genavieve Braden   

Chad Braden  Murray Choate    

Karen Clausing Maxine Clayton   

Travis Coffey Brad Cox   

Richard Craig  Anna Davis     

Meagan Diss  Lisa Doughty   

Mel Fleming  Annemarie Gandolfi   

Sam Gubbins  James Hatfield    

Bonnie James  Janet Johns    

Pam Johnson  Doug Klarup    

Nicholas Kramer  Ron Leathers 

Nancy Marlow  Karen Murphy    

Leif Nielsen  Marie Nielsen  

Don Rogers   Adam Shoaff  

B'Ellana Shott  Marlene Slough  

Jordan Socarras  Julie Sterling  

Robert Sterling  Darlene Stoltz  

Gina Swickard Jilliann Symonds   

Jessi Vanatta  Jacob Wilson   

Justin Wilson  

 

CIVIC 

ASSOCIATION 

SHOE VOUCHER 

DONATIONS 
The Charleston Civic 

Association is hoping to provide local 

children in need with an essential school 

supply before classes start this August – 

shoes.  Donations are being accepted for 

the Association’s Shoe Voucher Program. 

The shoes will be distributed on Tuesday, 

August 9 at St. Charles Borromeo Catholic 

Church. Last year the Association received 

$4,443 in donations from the Charleston 

community, area churches and other 

organizations. This yielded 286 pairs of 

shoes, and the need is just as great (or 

greater) this year. Donations can be mailed 

to Charleston Civic Association, PO Box 676, 

Charleston, IL 61920. Families hoping to 

obtain shoes for their children do not need 

to register ahead of the event on August 9, 

but they do need to bring in 

documentation validating their address 

and the shoe size for each child wishing to 

receive shoes. Families will be given a 

voucher with a specific amount on it and 

will have until the end of August to purchase 

shoes from the Charleston Walmart.  If you 

have questions about the program or about 

making donations, please contact Virginia 

Davis at 217-345-5974. 
 

We welcome our newest Wesley members 

who joined WUMC on Sunday, June 19! 

Jason & Emily Jacobs 

Chris & Cathy Matheny 

Liz Rohloff and 

Betty Young 

 

Our sympathy is 

expressed to  

Fraun Lewis  

on the death of 

 her husband 

Steven L. Shirley on 

June 20, 2016. 
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SUMMERTIME 

STRESS 

SLOWING YOU 

DOWN? 

We like to think of 

summer as being a 

relaxing, enjoyable time. But hurts, struggles, 

crises, and problems don’t take a vacation. 

Many times our difficulties seem even worse 

during the summer because everyone else 

seems to be enjoying life while you are 

feeling down. If you are experiencing a 

difficult time—emotionally, spiritually, or 

relationally—you don’t have to suffer alone. 

Our Stephen Ministers are trained 

caregivers, ready to listen, care for and 

encourage you, pray with and for you, and 

provide one-to-one Christian care to help 

you through whatever it is that you are 

facing. It’s free. It’s confidential. And it will 

make a difference in your life! To find out 

more about Stephen Ministry for you or 

someone you know, talk with Nancy 

Marlow.  You can call her at the church 

(217-345-3917) or e-mail her at 

nmarlow@charlestonwesley.org.  

 

LET US PRAY FOR YOU 

The Wesley E-mail Prayer Chain is ready to 

pray for your concerns day and night. To 

request prayer, call the church (217-345-

3917) during office hours, or send the 

request via email at any time of day to 

Wesley staff member Rosalie Addison at 

raddison@charlestonwesley.org.  

Wesley Church also has a PRIVATE 

Facebook prayer page where prayers can 

be shared; no one outside of the group can 

see the prayer requests. To become a 

member of either the prayer chain or the 

Facebook page, please contact Rosalie.  

Prayers can also be placed on The Prayer 

Wall just outside the sanctuary, which is 

available for your use any time the church 

office is open. Prayers can be written on 

your Making Connections card on Sunday 

mornings, too. All prayers we receive are 

passed on to the church staff, the Prayer 

Chain, the Facebook group, and the prayer 

group which meets on Mondays at the 

church. They are also available at the 

Prayer Wall in bookmark format each 

Sunday. 

Let us pray for your needs, and please 

consider being a pray-er by contacting 

Rosalie to be added to one, or more, of our 

prayer teams! 

The LORD is close to everyone who calls out 

to him, to all who call out to him sincerely. 

                                                    Psalm 145:18 

                    FOLLOW US!! 
Pinterest: 

https://www.pinterest.com/charlestonwumc/ 

Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/charlestonwesley 

Twitter: 

https://twitter.com/CharlestonWUMC 

YouTube: 

https://www.youtube.com/user/CharlestonWes

ley  

mailto:nmarlow@charlestonwesley.org
mailto:raddison@charlestonwesley.org
https://www.pinterest.com/charlestonwumc/
https://www.facebook.com/charlestonwesley
https://twitter.com/CharlestonWUMC
https://www.youtube.com/user/CharlestonWesley
https://www.youtube.com/user/CharlestonWesley
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WESLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

2206 4TH Street 

Charleston, IL 61920-3903 

Phone: 217-345-3917 

www.charlestonwesley.org 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED               

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WESLEY UNITED  

METHODIST CHURCH 

2206 4TH Street – Charleston, IL 

Phone: 217-345-3917 

Fax: 217-345-3922 

www.charlestonwesley.org 

 

Follow us on Facebook! 

https://www.facebook.com/charlestonwesley 

 

Our Sunday Schedule: 

Worship - 8:30 & 10:45 AM 

A Time of Fellowship takes place at 9:30AM                                                  

Sunday School for all ages - 9:50AM   
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